
For amending an Adt, paffed in the Parliament of 
Irelandy in the Thirty-fifth Year of His prefent 
Majesty, for regulating the Eledlion of Members 
to ferve in Parliament, fo far as the fame relates to 
Freeholds under the Yearly Value of Twenty Pounds; 
and for making further and other Regulations 
relating thereto. 



Note. — T^he Figures in the Margin denote the Number of the Folios 
in the written Copy. 



1 © (2E JR (ZE 3 -Si by an A6i, pafTed in the Parliament of 

I’ Irelatid, in the Thirty-fifth Year of the Reign of His 

4; prefent Majefty King George the Third, intituled, 

“ An A6t for regulating the Eledlion of Members to 
feive in Parliament, and for repealing the feveral A6ls therein 
“ mentioned,” it is Enadled, that no Perfon fiiall be admitted 
to vote at any EleSion of a Member or Members to fei*ve in l^ar- 
liament by virtue of a Freehold under the Yearly Value of 
Twenty Pounds, unlefs fiich Freehold fhall have been in his adhial 
Occupation, either by his refiding therein, or tilling or grazing the 
fame, to the Amount of Forty Shillings Yearly Value thereof 
at the Time of his regiftering the fame, purJuant to the Pro\'ifions 
of the faid A6t, and alfo for Six fucceffive Calendar Months at tne- 
leaft, between the Date of fuch Regiftry and the TeRe of the 
^ 20 . A Writ 




Preamble ; 

Aft 35 Geo. 
III. 
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•Certain Pro- 
vifions of the 
Jaid Aft have 
•been evaded 
by the Crea- 
tion of frau- 
dulent and 
fiftiticnis 
.Freeholds. 



■Recited Pro- 
vifions re- 
pealed. 

'No Perfoti 
flull be ad- 
mitted to vote 
at any Elec- 
tion of a 
Member for 
Ireland, but 
under a cer- 
tain Qualifi- 
cation. 



[ ^ ] 

Writ for -holding the Eledlion, uiilefs fuch Freehold lhali have come 
to Each Ferfon by Dcvifey.Deicent, Marriage, or Marriage Settle- 
ment, and was demifed at the Time it fo came, and continued at the 
Time of fuch Ele^ion, to be held under him by .virtue of fuch 
Oemife : 

And whereas it is by the faid A(5l further Enafted, That no 
Perfon Ihall be admitted to vote at an Eledion of a Member 
or Members to ferve in Parliament, by virtue of a Freehold, unlefs 
he fnali have regiflered the fame within Eight Years preceding the 
'fefte of the Writ for holding fuch Elefliion, in the Manner therein- 
mentioned, that is to fay, he fhall in open Court, at fome Seffions of 
the Peace held Six Months at the leaft, previous to the faid Tefte 
in the County, Town, or City where his Freehold lies, take and fub- 
feribe the Oath in the laid A6l recited, or if a Quaker, the- Affirmation 
therein recited, unlefs his Freehold lhall confift of a Rent Charge: 

And whereas the aforefaid 'wholefome Provifions of the faid 2 
recited A6l have, to the great Encouragement of Perjury and 
Cormption, been, upon the expedled approach of an Eledtion, evaded 
by the creation of Tadulent and fidhtious Freeholds, by pretended 
Grants of or Agreements for Leafes.for a Life or Lives, though no 
Leafe, or Agreement for iuch Leafe, has been ever reducecl.to Writ- 
ing, or fuch Life or Lives evernoi-ninated; 

it djircCfGte CnaSetl by the KIN.G’s MoR .Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Gonfcnl: of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons,- in this prefent Parlia- 
ment aifembled, apd by the Authority of the fame. That from 
and after the Day of the faid recited 

• Claufes fhall.be and the fame are hereby repealed. 

And be it further Enadled, That no Perfon ffiall be admitted 
to vote at any Eledlion to be held in that Part of the United 
Kingdom Ireland, for the Elediion of a Member or Members 
to ferve in Parliament, by virtue of a Freehold under the Yearly 
Value of unlefs fuch Freehold ffiall have been in his 

adhial Occupation, by his refiding thereon, to the Amount of 
Yearly tliereof at the Time of his regifecring 
the fame, purfuant to the Proviilons hereinafter .mentioned; and 
alio for Calendar Months at the leafl, imme- 

diately preceding the TeRe of the Writ for holding the Eleclion, 
unlefs Inch Freehold ffiall have come to fuch Perlbn by Devife, 
Defcent, Marriage, or Marriage ..Settlement, and .^vas .demiled at 

the 
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the Time, it fo came, and continued .at the Time of fuch Election 
to be held under fuch Demife. 



And be it further .Enafled, That from and after the 
Day of no Perfon ihall be admitted to vote at any 

Ele^ion of, a Member or Members to ferve in Parliament, by 
virtue of a Freehold derived by Leafe, Article, or Agreement 
^ for a Leafe, unlefs he lhall have regihered. the fime within 
^ Years preceding the Tefte of the Writ for 

holding fich EledUon, in the Manner following, that is to fay, 
he lhall, in open Court, at fome Seffions of the Peace or Adjourn- 
ment thereof, held Calendar Months at the leaf; 

previous to the Telle of the Writ for holding fuch Eledtion, in the 
County, County of a City, or Town where his Freehold lies, 
take and fubferibe the following Oath, or if a Quaker, the following 
Affirmation : 



, A, B. of in the County of 

[or, of the County of the City or Town of 
as the Cafe may be'\ do fwear [or, if a Quaker, affirm] 
that I am a Freeholder of the County of and 

that I have a Freehold therein ariling from [an Houfe 
or Houfes, Land, or both, or other Hereditaments, as 
the Cafe may he'\ of the clear Yearly Value of 
at the leall, above all Charges, payable out of the fame, 
lyin^ and being at \naming the Parifi or 

Par flies, if not Extra Parochial, or in Eifpute bcHveen ‘Two 
Parifkes] and the Town Land or Town Lands, and 
Barony or Half Barony, or Baronies or Half Baro- 
nies, wherein it is lituate in this County, and that 
the faid Freehold does not arife from. a Rent Charge, 
and that the fame arifes to me by virtue of a Deed, 

' Leafe, Article, or Agreement for a Leafe, bearing Date 
' the Day of in the Year 

and made to me [or, if derived from 
another, made to C. D, as the Cafe may be] by A. B. 
[as the Cafe may be] of the faid Houfe or Houles, Land 
or Lands, [or, other Hereditaments, as the Cafe may be] 
for the Life or Lives of A. B. and C. D. [as the Cafe 
may be] at the Yearly Rent of 

and that I now am and have for Calendar 

Months next before the Telle of the Writ for, holding 
the Eledlion been in the aflual Poffieffion thereof by 
refiding thej-eon, to the Amount at leall of 

“ Yearly, 



Voters for 
Freehold de- 
rived by 
Leafe, to re- 
gifter fuch 
Leafes, and 
take the Oath 
prefcribtd, 
within a cer- 
tain Time 
previous to 
Election. 
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Pcrfons 
clcfiniig to 
Te^iller 
yree!)oids, to 
produce the 
Title, J-Jid 
licate thereof. 



‘Freehoklers 
to defcribe 
•the Situation 
of clieir 
Freeholds at 
the Time of 
offeriuw their 
Votes, and to 
take the pre- 
I'cribed Oath, 
,il reciuired. 



“ Yearly Value thereof, and that the faid Freehold 

“ is not fet or agreed to be fet, nor do I intend to fet 
“ the fame, to the Perlbn or Perfons from whom I hold it, 

“ or to the Heirs or Affigns of fuch Perfon or Perfons, 

“ or to any one in Truft for him, her, or them ; and that ^ 
t have not agreed to fet it for the Term for which I 
‘‘ bold it, nor have 1 procuited it fraudulently, nor has it 
“ l eeii granted fraudulently, or in exchange for a Freehold, 

“ in any other County. So help me GOD.” 

And if the Freehold, in Right or -virtue whereof any Perfon lhali 
•defil e to vote, fliall not arife from or be derived by virtue of a 
Leafe, or Agreement for a Leafe for Life or Lives, to the Perfon 
who thali defire to regifter the fame, and fuch Perfon fhall chufe 
to regifler it, he fhall defcribe the fame in the Oath fb to be taken 
by him according to the true State and Nature thereof, and fet out 
the Manner in which and through whom the fame is derived ; in 
which Cafe the Words in the. foregoing Oath, importing the fame 
arifes by virtue of a Leafe, or Agreement for a Leafe for Life 
or Lives, fhall be omitted. 

And be it Enabled, That every Perfon defiring to regifler 
a Freehold, under the Yearly Value of fhall produce 

the Grant, Leafe, or Agreement under which he claims the fame; 
and that every Oath or Affirmation, made and fubfcribed at any 
S.effionof the Peace as aforefaid, ffiall be read aloud in open Court; 
.and Two at leaft of the Juftices prefiding there fhall at the Foot of 
faid Affidavit, by their Signature, certify that the faid Grant, 
Leafe, or Agreement for a Leafe, was read in open Court, and 
ffiall alfo lign the laic! Affidavit, which faid Affidavit ffiall be then 
delivered by the Court to the abting Clerk of the Peace,' to be filed 
and kept araongft the Pi,ecords of the County, County of a City, or 
Town wherein fuch Freehold ffiall lie. • 

And be it further Enabled, That every Perfon who ffiall offer 
to vote as a Freehoklcr in Right of a Freehold under the- Yearly 
Arable of ffiall, before he ffiall be admitted to poll 

at any Elebiion, if required by the Sheriff, or any Eleblor,' declare 
.upon .Oath from whom he holds or derives his Freehold, if he 5 
holds it under anv Perlbn or Perfons, and if the fame be fituate 
in a City or Town Corporate, declare the Street or Part of the City 
or Town in which the fame is fituate, ^and who are his next 
.refident Neighbours, and when the fame was granted, and lor 
what Life or Lives, and whether ffich Life or Lives, or , any ef 

them, 
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them, is or are in being at the Time of flxch Eleftion, and v/he- 
ther he is the Perfon who adually regiftered the Freehold under 
which he defires to vote ; and the faid Declarations in all fuch 
Cafes ihall be entered in the Poll Book taken by the Sheriff, oi- 
their Deputies at fuch Eledtion, and he lliall, if fo required by 
any Eledtor, before he be admitted to poll take the following 
Oath ; 

I A. B. of in the County of 

“ or of the Town or City of do fwear 

“ [{?r, if a Quaker, do affirm] That I am a Freeholder of 
“ this County, and that I have a Freehold therein, arifing 
‘‘ from a Houfe or Houfes, Land, or both, or other He^* 

“ reditaments \^as the Cafe may be'\ of the clear Yearly 
“ Value of at the leaft, above all Charges, pay- 

“ able out of the fame, lying and being at 
“ and that I am entitled thereto, or derive the fame, under 
“ or by virtue of a Deed, Leafe, Grant, or Affignment 
[as the Caje may be^ made or granted by A. B. and bear- 
“ ing Date the Day of for the 

Life or Lives of A. B. C. D. [as the Cafe may be'] ; and 
“ that the faid A. B. and C. D. [as the Cafe may he] as 
“ ftated in the Regffiry [as the Cafe may be] is or are [as 
6 “ the Cafe may be] Itill alive, and that 1 have been in the 

“ adual Occupation thereof for Calendar Months 

“ at leaft, immediately preceding the Day 

“ of [jiaming the Bay of the T’efe of the 

“ hVrit for holding the Elediion] by refiding therein, and 
“ that the faid Freehold is not fet or agreed to be let to 
the Perfon or Perlbns from whom 1 hold it, or to the 
“ Heirs or Affigns of fuch Perfon or Perlbns, or to any 
“ one in Truft for him or them, and that 1 have not fet 
“ it or agreed to fet it for the Time which I hold it, and 
“ that I have not been polled before at this Eledlion. 

“ So help ms GOD.’* 

And be it further Enafted, That, if any Candidate or EleSor 
fhall delire it, the Words following lhali be added, “ And that I 
“ am, to the bcft of my Belief, of the Age of 1 wenty-one 

Yeai's.” 

And be it farther Enaaed, That from and after the- Com- 
mencement of this A£l, all the Provibons, Claufes,' Conditions, 
. Regulations, and Penalties of the faid recited Acl, witli refpeft to 
120 . B Freeholds 



Extencili'g 
Powers ot 
recited Aft- 
tothe prefeiit. 
milefs where- 
aicered. 
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Freeholds under the Yearly Value of and- which are; 

not hereby altered or repealed, fliall be applied, conftrued, deemed, . 
and taken to refer to the Freeholds under the Value of 
the Regiftry whereof iS by this Adi diredted and required as.' 
fuUyand effedlually as if the fame were hereby and herein fpecifi- 
cally enadled and applied thereto. 

And be it further Enadled, That at the Dehre of any Freeholder 
who fhall tender his Vote, the Words “ and tilling and grazing the 
fame,” or either of them, may be inferted in the faid Oath after 
the Words “ redding therein but that in no Cafe fhall any Per- 
fon be permitted to vote in Right of a Freehold under the Value 
of who fhall not have adlually redded on fuch Free- 
hold for Calendar Months next before the Eledlion at 

which he fnall tender his Vote. 

No'Perfon And for the further and better Prevention of the Creation of 
entitled to fidlitious and fraudulent Freeholds under the Yearly Value of -j 
rated to'the^ . BE it Enadled, That no Perfbii fliall be permitted 

•Fire Hearth or entitled to vote in Right of a Freehold under the Yearly Value 
Qf unlefs Rich Freehold fhall from the Time of 

the Regillry thereof as aforefaid, unto the Time of the Elefrioa 
at which luch Freeholder fhall tender his Vote, be rated to the 
Fire Hearth Duty. 

.Affidavit for And for the further and better Prevention of the Creation of 
tii^e Regillry the fidlitious and- fraudulent Freeholds under the Value of 
hokurS BE it further Enadled, That no Affidavit for the Regiflry 

’Ramped. of a Freehold fhall be received by the Juflices of the Seffions, or 
entered by the Clerk of the Peace, unlefs the faid Affidavit .fhall 
appear to be upon a Paper bearing a 'Stamp of 

Deeds, &c. And foi* the further and better Prevention of the Creation of 
fraudulent Freeholds under the Value of 
Tefsproperly ' ' BE it Enadled, That the Juflices prefiding at 

•fiamped. the Seffions at which any Freeholder fliall defire to have his Free- 
hold regiflered, fhall not certify any Deed, Leafe, Grant .or Agree- 
. men t, as exhibited to them for the Purpofe of being regiflered, 
unlefs fuch Deed, Grant, Leafe, or Agreement, fliall appear to 
have paid the Stamp Duty appropriate and proper for fuch 
Deed, Grant, Leafe or Inflrument, at the Time the fame bears 
Date. 

. . . .And 
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• And whereae the good of the faid laft.'i'mehtioned Pro- 

g vifo might be fruifrated by making or executing liich Deed, Grant, 
Leafe,’Ind:rument,,or AgreemeDt to feveral'Perfons as Grantees or 
Leffees therein; BE it Enadted, That in ail and every Cafe where 
there ihall be .more Grantees or Leffees than One in any Deed, Grant, 
Leafe, Inftrument, or Agreement, and that they or any of them thall . 
delire to regiftera Freehold under the fame, it Ihall and may . be lawful 
to and for the Commiffioners of His Majeffy’s Stamp Duties to 
dire(51:.and order fuch Grant, Leafe, inffrument, or Agreement,' to 
have a further Stamp Duty equal to One-half of the original Stamp . 
Duty fuited to fuch Deed, Grant, Leafe, Jnffrument, or Agreement 
impofed thereon, .for each Perfon who fhail delire to regifter under; 
the fame, which Deed, Grant,. Leafe or Agreement, when produced 
fo ftamped, fliall be received 'hy the JuiVices prefiding at the 
:Seflions, and iiidorCecl by them as aforefaid, and certified by them' 
to the Clerk or .the Peace, as fufhcient to warrant him to caufe luch 
Freehold to be regiffered. 

And whereas it would tend to the Prevention of Bribery and 
Corruption, at the Election of Members to lerve in Parliament, 
and the Creation of fraudulent Freeholds, to fubjedi: the Perfon or 
■Perfons granting fiach fraudulent Freeholds, as well as the Perfohs 
who fhail vote in virtue thereof, to an Adlion for the Party againll 
whom fuch Vote was given; BE it therefore Enadted, That 
if any Perfon or Perfons fliall fraudulently and -knowingly ’grant 
a fraudulent and fi(tiitious Freeliold, or any in'tercff importihg to be 
a Freehold, in virtue whereof .a- Vote fliall be ■ giiye-ii, every PeiToii 
fo granting -the fame -ihall -forfeit to any Candidate for ' whom 
■fuch Vote -fhail not be given the Sum' of ' to be re- 

covered -by him., bis Executors, -and Aimniftr^itors, with Cofts, by 
Adlion of Debt in any Court of 'Record -in Dublin^ wherein no 
Effoign fliall be allow’ed; and in every fuch Adtion the Ptoof fhail 
^9 lie on the 'Perfon againfl: w'hom liich Adtion fhail be ‘brought. 

And 'be it further Enadled, That It - fhail and may be lawful to 
and for the Perfon or Perfons who fhail bring fuch Adlioris, to file 
One or mgre Bill or Bills for Difcovery of Evidence in His Majeffy ’s 
‘Court of -Chancery, or Court of Exchequer h\ Ireland^ in Aid of 
fuch Adtion or ASions againff the 'Perfon or Perfons againft-whom 
fuch .Adlion fliall he brought, to which Bill no Plea or Demurrer 
■fhail be- allowed; and that it fhali be fufficieiU for the Plaintiff in 
fuch Adtion to fet , forth in his -Declaration that the Defendant 
hath adled coAtraty to this A£l, and to allege' the pai'ticular.'Of- 
i20;'i • •• ’ • ’’••'■v' V , ^ fence, 



..'Direfling 
,\vhat fliall be 
'put to Deeds, 
'where more 
than One 
Grantee or 
Leflee. 
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fe-nce, without mentioning the Writ of Summons to Parliament, 
or the Retuni thereof ; and that on the Trial of any IfTue in any 
fuch A6tion, the Plaintiff ffiall not be obliged to prove the Writ of 
Summons to Parliament, or the Return thereof, or any Warrant 
Limitation of to the Sheriff granted on fuch Writ of Summons : Provided always, 
AiUons. that every fuch A6tion fliall be commenced within Months 

next after fiich fraudulent and £i6litious Vote fhall be given. 

And be it further Enafled, That in cafe -the Plaintiff, in any 
A6tion given by this Bill, fhall difcontinue, or be nonfuited, or a 
judgment fhall be given againft him, the Defendant fhall recover 
full Coffs. 

And, for the better fecuring the Performance of the Duties 
hereby and by the faid in part recited Aft direaed to be performed 
by the Clerk of the Peace, BE it further Enaaed, That the 
-Clerics of the feveral Clerks of the Peace of the feveral Counties of Irelatid, fliall, 
at the General Quarter Seffions of the Peace next after the paffing 
of this Aa, and all and every fucceeding Clerks of the Peace, at 
the General Quarter Seffions of the Peace next after his Appoint- 
ment, take and fubfcribe an Oath in the Form following, and 
which Oath the Juftices prefiding at the faid Seffion, are hereby 
direaed and empowered to adminifter : 

“ I B. Clerk of the Peace for the County of lo 

“ [ar ihe Cafe may be\ do fwear. That I will. faithfully and 
“ honeffly, and without Favour or Affeaion, perform and 
“ difcharge the feveral Duties direaed to be performed by 
■“ the Clerks of the Peace, by an Aa paffed in the Parlia- 
“ ment of Ireland, in the Thirty-fifth Year of the Reign 
“ of His prefent Majesty, intituled, “ An Aa for regu- 
lating the Eleaioii of Members to ferve in Parliament, 

“ and for repealing the feveral Aas therein mentioned,^ 

“ and by an Ad paffed in the Forty-fourth Year of His- 
nrefent forth fet the Tditle oj this 

- Aa.-] So help me GOD” 

And which Oath the faid Clerks of the Peace are hereby required 
to prefcrve amongff the County Records. 

Cierlcs of the And be it further Enaaed, That the faid feveral and refpeaive 
Peace to cle- Clerks of the Peace fhall from Time to Time, as direaed by .tn^ 
recited A&. of the Thirty-fifth Year of His prefent 
holder's- * Majefy’s Reign, give to every Freeholder who fhall require the 
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ftme a full, true, and correa Return of the Names ^ 

P^fo’ns as ftiall reg'ifter their Freeholds according to the Direaimw 
tte Aa, and rf the faid Aa of the Thirty-fifth Year of His 
nrefeiit Majefty’s Reign, and if required by the Party demanding 
lhall certify that the faid Return fo made is true and 

norrea. 

Provided always, and be it further Enaaed, That nothing in this Perfons not 

Aa contained lhall extend or be conftrued to extend P' °eld from , 

any Perfon from voting at any Eleaion for aMember or Memb r • , 

Tfe^l in Parliament, ^he Tefte of the Writ for holdi^^^^^^ 

ulr Date before the Firft Day of but every Peilon w ho 

Lisht b, tb, L.W io fora brfor. ■>« [•*“! "' 'J" “ ‘“'J, E“ 

to a 1 aiS finmilar the Claufes, Conditions, Oaths und fegula- 
.made. 
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